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n the Mineds "sade of the pand™ near Coal
O Valley, is a spread of land that festures one

af the most besutiful “rreditionals” bawily
in the Quad-Cities’ area. The house shares o Lract
of land that includes a small lake, a grove of wees,
and privaicy—Kim and Eathy Tack have, in many
respects, matched the perfect house to the perfect
ACTEARE,

I order to hedp them build their howse, the Tacks
enlisted the services of Mark McManus, “Mark (s
ome of a handful of Quad-City builders whio wark at
this level of quality” Kim says. “He was able 1o take
our ideas and turn them into reality”

The traditional story ond a half, features o styl-
ized brick facade, a large porch, dormers, and three-
car garage. In addition, the Tacks are able to enjoy
backyard scenery from a large deck that also faces
the pand. “We wanted an unobstructed view of the
lamd and F:lnd," s Knlh‘:.'.

The lengthy walkway leading up to the porch is
remmimiscent of large ranch houses built earlier im the
century, when families would !;alht.-r on the front
porch o welcome guests,

Uhiiality Dol

As you enter the three-bedsoom house vou nikice
night away the quality that wenl inte its construc
tion and detailing. Heatlng and akr vents are cus-
tom-made of matching wood and blend efforthessly
into the hardwodod Aoors. All of the bomes molding
and trim work was costom milled on site

According to Kathy, much of the homes interior
design was based on photos she and Kim found in
varions home magarines, “Mark was wonderful
to work with,” she says. “We went through a lot of
magazines and showed Mark pictures of what we
wanled., he was able to design and build it for us
from those pictures. He was very good about being
able 1 put together all the pigces and make them
work”

A Mo prlan designed tor Tiving

The Tacks worked closely with McManus to
design a floor plan that was accessible, inviting and
according to Kathy, “lowed with the way we Hved”

“Kathy took the existing plan and designed a
fleor plan that sulted their needs. All the corners
of the hallway were “Hattened” creating a bess formal
appearonce, and in turn helped o create larger hall
wiys, Mobdanus explains,

“Line of sight was very important to us, and we
mewved many of the doorways from their original
locations, We also used o lot of pocket doors because
they cut down on the wosted space that raditional
dowors create,” Kathy says.

The dining room, located off the foyer, exempli-
fies the Tacks' direction of traditional- styling mived
with todday’s modern amenities,

"We wanted a fireplice built in the dining room.
It creates a nice warm ambiance during the holidays
] when we have guests,” says Kathy. As a matter of
fact, the Tocks have a total of four fireplaces in their




home. In addition, the dining room features painted moldings, mised
panels, and traditiona] theres,

“Ireally like lamp light s we had wall sconces added throughout the
house,” explains Kathy.

Crpposite the dining room is the home office, It Is here that Kin runs
Tis fimancial advising business and clients are invited into this dassic,
turn-of-the-century parfor. “The office was built with 8-foot French
pocket doors and has solid wood rised panels. And this room, as well
as the entire house, is wired for computer networking” Mark adds.

“The grills on the windows in th
SUNMPFOOM an® custom made and are
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Another feature that adds to the overall effect of the home is the use
of varying ceilling heights. The fover boasts 19-foot cellings that create a
nice “open” feeling, while the living room makes use of a 12-foot-high,
beamed ceiling that adds o the home's “traditional” leok and feel,

“The ceiling bas 8- x 12-inch beams that help keep the living room
feelting ‘coxy,” says Kathy, “Actually, we brought the ceiling down from
18 feet to make It seem less cavernoos” sys Mark.

Separating the foyer from the living room (s a custom-built stair
case that leads to an upper-level bedroom and catwalk. “We used single
railings with three balusters per tread.” says Mark, “These just looked
right.”

The Ma=ter Bedroom

The master bednosm, ke the rest of the house, is stylistically superb—
high ceilings mixed with splendid moldings create 2 warm and inviting
roam, W also features triple-paneled French desors that lead to the patlo,
Agaln, the use ol pocket doors is evident as you enter the master bath.

"We don't have a Jacuzzi—wed never use it We had Mark install o
soaking tuh,” says Kathy. In addition, the large master bath also features
an extraordinary heavy, all-glais shower,

The Kiichen

The kitchen is the hub of the Tack house, All of the woodwork was
custom milled by Pinnacle Mill Warks. The countertops are made from
granite and the fleoring wses tile that oifers 2 wenthered stone or marble
ook, "We used ‘Colonial Drearn’ u}'h.- nfgrnn'ir{:." siys Kathy,

The kitchen also features o beantiful custorm built islumd, “We wanted
the island to match, architecturally, the rest of the house—you can see
the matching corbels” explains Kathy, The color scheme of the kitchen
is complete wilh a nice combination of white paint mixed with wood,

Mt too far from the klschen is the susnoroom and dinegte, “The grills
on the windows in the sunroom are custom made and are larger and
thicker than what is normally found on windews today” explains Kathy.
"We wanted the leck of slder, traditional-stvle windows”
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The Tacks" home is a masterful combination of classic styling mixed
with moders smenities. It is an energy-efhcient home, thanks to geo-
thermal heating and cooling technology—but mose importantly the
Tacks' home serves as o solid reminder that when evervthing comes
together. . comes wogether in a big way,

Geolhermal: Using the Earth's
Natural Heal

hie Tacks lnrge, trackitional story and hall, features an energy -effi-

cient geothermal heating and cooling system. According to Mark
MeManus, who buih the Tacks' houwse, he installed a system of wells to
bring witter 1o the hovse that & wsed to heat and cool the property,

“We contracted Bruce Soukup Heating and Air Conditioning to
do the Tacks” house, There are ten, 150-foot vertical wells that bring
waler to two units in the house,” explains Mark. " There is 2 6-ton anit
in the basement and a 3-ton unit on the first floor”

According to Muark, as energy prices increase, the peothermnl units
will become more prevalent in new homes. However, one caveal 1o geo-
thermal leating and cooling is that each well requires o0 107 x 107 area,

"W dis quite of few of these installations on houses intown and in
rural areas, The amount of wells deilled depends on the demands of
the house and its corresponding size,” Mark explains, “We normally
put the wells along the edige of property line in the back yard, This
frees up the rest of the lawn lor things like an in-ground pooel”

How does geothermal work?

Geothermal heating and cooling ks based an “vapor compression.”
It is a principle of refrigeration that has been in practical use since
the mid-19% century, Heat pumps are refrigeration devices ronming
backward. They do not gencrate heat like a conventional furnace or
botter—they move heat from one place to another.,

Lisinig the earth’s natural hest—a ground soirce heat pump relies on
vapor compression fo extraoct heat from a chesed, underground loop of
waler-filled tubing, Inside the heat punp, d seabed refrigerant system is
the heat-exchange source. Dhiring warmer months, the direction of the
refrigerant is reversed. allowing the pump o extroct heat from the air.




