i

1 and operates an interior decorating business




is a small creek that runs behind us, and
sitting near the fre pit during 3 warm sum

mer evening is super. The serenity of the
running water along with all of the beauti

ful trees ... this is the perfect spot to be for
peace of mind,” adds Alexis

Az you enter the Nitchman's home, the
first thing that strikes vour attention is the
craftsmanship of the hardwood flooring
and wondwork prevalent ||'|r|I'.I|__|'|'||I'.I| the
house. According to Alexis, OQuad Cities
home builder Mark McManus used Cherry
hardwood for all of the I!nn-ing andd trim
work, “We love the woodwork, Mark did
a wonderful job. The attention to detail is
super,” Alexis notes,

Moving from the bover, you enter directly
into the great room with its spectacular
fireplace and superb view of the scenic
back 1ot below. In addition, the visitor is
welcomed o a house Alled with an eclectic
mixture of antiques, modern art and fam
ily heirlooms. 1 don't have a style per se,
savs Alexis. “Tts very eclectic. [ like to use
what is available in the home to decorate
Wi have many family heirlooms that are
prominently displaved all over our house
[hey're what make the house a home”

Walking through the house, you notice
all of the beautiful paintings and drawings
by Micole Hertzoq, one of three Mitchman
daughters. "Micole has always been very
talented from an early age, and we love her
artwork as you can see. Having real art
waork s important”

[he great room features a huge hre
place, deslgmed by Alexis, surrounded by
black slate with terracotta tiling accent. ™1
like the straight lines of Craftsman styling,
andd it was my inspiration for this room,”
she poants out, referring to the large picture
windows facing the rear of the house

Just off the greal room s the kitchen
and dining area. Featuring solid cherry
cabinets and more hardwood flooring, the
kitchen serves as the focal point for enter
taining and offers further, a splendid view
off the rustic outdoor scenery. “You'll notice
we don'l have a formal dining reom. We
purposely did this o keep the floor plan
open,’ Alexis explains. A siriking feature of
the Mitchman’ kitchen is the use of dark,
almaost black, granite countertops. “These
set the room aparl. The countertops are
Brazilian Ubatuba 1::||'.'.I|.'." Stainless speel
appliances round out the kitchens appear-
ance and continue the unique blend
of modern and rustic styling prevalent
'.I'r\-::-l'.|__r.|'u|l.|‘. the home.

The master bedroom is also on the main

leveel, and again, the room aftords the
Mitchmans a splendid view of the out-
doors. Complete with his-and-hers
walk-in closets, the real gem of the
master suite is the master bath with its
tumbded marble Hooring and counter-
tops.

Mo home of this caliber would be
complete without an office, Located in
an upper-level loft that overlooks the
Ereat roomm is where the Mitchmans
conduct r,1|'1i|:.' business, Here, :.'-::-l'.'||
find |'-r-:'\-|1'|5|1:-|1'.|:.' I.Ii'\-il,'luil'l.'l'l.l phatos of
the two __-\-iq:lur:_u! with former United
States Presidents George Bush and
Richard MNixon. “We have a letter writ
tem o Alan from former Firsl I.:|-:|:.
Barbara Bush, We're very proud of
that,” Alexis says

Heading to the lower level is like
entering another house, It is completely
furnished and boasts bwo bedrooms as
well as a large open area that features
a pool table, piana, and an area where
guests can watch TV, "This is where our
guests stay, adds Alexis, "They have
complete privacy here”

A centerpiece of the lower level is
the fireplace with its stunning tile sur-
roung., 1 love this I'|r|.'E*-'I:|-. @, II':.|_|-_| look
|':|'m'|:. at the Ii|r. YOI G See VArIous
Fl:.'I1I| fossils embedded into the stome.
I think I|'||.'1.."r-=' ATNALINE, and L||q.':. add
s much to the overall look of the fire-
place”

From the bower level, vou're also able
to visit the Flagstone patio where the
wrought iron spiral staircase gracefully
makes i way 1o the deck abowe. “Alan
wanted toadd the spiral stalrcase, By its
wirtwe of being round, it complements
the strakght lines of the house.”

According o Alexis, decorating
a home i3 a learning process and is
developed as vou go. This philosophy
ks carrled over to the way she decorated
their home. With its heavy use of family
heirlpoms mixed with modern stylings,
the combination works,

The Nitchmans have created their
o countey paradise: Their home tea-
tures a comfbortable, remote-like atmo
sphere yet is tucked neathy among urban
amenities. “We like the great interaction
between the indoors and the outdoors
Crur home and its location give us the
best of both worlds, We !':'.I|.:.' wanted
something out of the ordinary and naot
~i||‘|1|._'||'|'|1§ voud find ina -1.1|1'||1-.-.1 ol
..I:_".'-:_'I-:'-|'-|'|'|,"|1 .

“We've lived all over the United States, and we ve had

homes in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida, Denver,
Minneapolis, and Wisconsin. And this is as nice a

place as any of those,” —Alexis Nitchman
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